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KTBA slams FBR

over ‘glitches’ in
return filing system

By our correspondent

KARACHI: The Karachi Tax
Bar Association (KTBA)
has raised alarmn over mul-
tiple issues hindering tax-
payers from meeting their
statutory obligation to file
returns for the tax year
2025 on time, urging the
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) to take immediate
corrective measures.
In a letter to the FBR
chairman, the association
noted that the final return
of income for the tax year
2025 was notified through
SRO 1562(1)/2025 on Au-
gust 18, 2025, in contraven-
tion of the timelines pre-
scribed under Rule 34A of
the Income Tax Rules, 2002.
* “This belated notifica-
tion has substantially com-,
pressed the time for the
compilation and filing of re-
turns by 31 plus 17 days,” it
said, adding that during this
shortened period the FBR
continued altering the re-
turm format on the IRIS por-
tal, with changes made as
late as six days before the
statutory closing date of 30
September 2025.
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The KTBA highlighted
that, most notably, on the
momning of September 24 a
column titled ‘Estimated
Current Market Value’ was
added to the statement of
assets and liabilities, only
to be withdrawn on 26 Sep-
tember. The association
said this amendment ap-
peared to have been car-
ried out without following
the mandatory procedure
under Section 237 of the In-
come Tax Ordinance,2001,
raising “serious questions
of legal propriety.”

Taxpayers and consult-
ants, it added, had been left
“in an intolerable situation”
due to persistent break-
downs and instability of the
IRIS portal, which con-
sumed countless hours in
failed filing attempts.

The KTBA said it had re-
peatedly engaged the FBR
to flag these malfunctions
and anomalies, but ifs con-
cerns had largely gone un-
addressed. Its request for a
virtual meeting through
Google Meet or Zoom had
also been ignored.

In view of what .it de-

scribed as the FBR's failure :

to uphold principles of
good governance and its
engagement in practices
“contrary to law,” the asso-
ciation, under the Right of
Access to Information Act,
2017, sought disclosure of
the complete log of break-
downs and outages the
IRIS portal had suffered.

The KTBA further ad-|

vised the FBR to undertake a
full overhaul of the portal to
align it with the prevailing
legal framework, eliminate
technical glitches and legal
inconsistencies, and notify
the return of income afresh
in line with Section 237 of the
Income Tax Ordinance, 2001.
It said taxpayers must then
be given the full statutory pe-
riod of 90 days for filing as
prescribed under Section 118
of the Ordinance.

The association also
said the FBR owed taxpay-
ers an apology for violating

established legal proce-
dures, misleading them
about the portal’s function-
ality, and failing to provide
the full filing period man-
dated by law.
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